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1. Computational requirements:  

Windows 10, 64 bit, 16 GB ram, Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-6700 CPU @ 3.40 GHz processor 3.41GHz 

 
2. Software requirements:  

Stata version 15 or higher.  Master do-file (0_master.do) installs a series of user-written 
commands. An internet connection is required to download and install these commands. 
Additional commands include: spmap, shp2dta, estout, regsave, rdrobust, acreg, ranktest, 
geonear, geodist, reghdfe, ftools, rdbwselect, rddensity, lpdensity.   

 
3. Overview 

The data and Stata do-files provided replicate the figures and tables of the paper “A Glimpse of 
Freedom: Allied Occupation and Political Resistance in East Germany”. To run the code, the file 
0_master.do has to be started which calls all other files. Do-files table_5.do, z_table_a2.do and 
z_table_a8.do are (partly) commented out, as these contain data which cannot be uploaded as 
part of the replication package, but which can easily be accessed by researchers for free (SOEP, 
and census and election data at the municipality level from 1946. See below for how to access the 
data). The programs have to run in the exact order specified. The first file, 1_edit_merge.do edits 
and merges information for our two main data sets which are used in most analyses. The edited 
data is stored in the temporary data folder.  Other do-files (e.g., figure_1-do, figure_4.do) similarly 
create files used in later do-files. 

The master do-file creates all folders and subfolders where the output will be saved. The do-files 
also installs user-written programs which are not part of the standard package of Stata. An internet 
connection is required to download and install those files. The output shown in the paper is based 
on the latest version of the commands as of October 12, 2021. 

Figure 4 (placebo estimates) creates 120,000 random lines and 10,000 placebo estimates which 
are stored in a temporary data folder. These files are deleted at the end of the corresponding do-
file, but we recommend not using a cloud server to store the replication folder to avoid 
synchronization issues when running this file. 

Do-files, as well as figures and tables are named as they appear in the paper. 

Running time of all programs of the main paper: 96 minutes, 58 seconds 

Running time of all programs for the appendix: 5 minutes, 46 seconds 

 

4. Data 

The folder Data contains all data required to run the analyses except of SOEP data, and 1946 
census and election data at the municipality level from Falter (1997). An overview of all data 
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sources used in the analyses is shown in Online Appendix A, including data citations. This Appendix 
also indicates which figures and / or tables are created with data from the different sources. 

Treatment assignment (Allied indicator) has been assigned manually to ensure correct assignment 
in the proximity of the line of contact and is already included in respective datasets used in the 
analyses. Data on the date of occupation of towns (Figure 1, Table 2, Appendix Figure A3), on 
mayors (Figure 5, Appendix Figure A10), and retrospective survey data (Figure 6, Appendix Figure 
A11, Appendix Tables A2 and A3) are based on own data collections. All identifying information in 
the survey data has been removed to ensure the anonymity of respondents. 

Shape-files of state, county and municipality borders used in Figures 1 and 2, and Appendix Figures 
A4 and A5 are obtained from the German Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy.1 

4.1 Accessing various data sources 
- Data for Falter and Hänisch (1990) can be downloaded under the following link: 

https://doi.org/10.4232/1.8013 Users have to login at GESIS, a German infrastructure 
institute for the social sciences, and can then freely download the data set including a data 
description and a handbook (available only in German). 

- Falter (1997): data from the 1946 state elections and the census in the Soviet occupation 
zone at the municipality level. https://doi.org/10.4232/1.2879 Data can be accessed after 
registering at GESIS. In line 30 of the master do-file, the folder path of the downloaded 
data can be set. In do-files table_5.do and z_table_a8.do the raw data is merged to a list 
of municipalities with the treatment assignment.    

- Data from THOR on bombings in World War II can be downloaded here: 
https://data.world/datamil/world-war-ii-thor-data Users have to register at data.world 
and can then access the data free of charge. For the measure of bombing, we used the raw 
file THOR_WWII_DATA_CLEAN.csv 

- Jewish Virtual Library: the list of major concentrations camps can be found at 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/list-of-major-nazi-concentration-camps Data can be 
directly accessed without registration. 

- US Geological Survey: Data on major mineral deposits can be downloaded free of charge 
and without registration at the USGS website: https://mrdata.usgs.gov/major-
deposits/geo-inventory.php In the interactive tool from the link, users can select `Earth’ 
as a geographic area, select `CSV’ as data type and then download the data.   

- Crabtree et al. (2018): the full list of all 1953 East German municipalities 
(population>1,000) with their precise location and a protest indicator is available as 
supplemental material on the website of the publishing journal: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqy007 The article including supplemental material is 
available for free from the publisher. The data from Crabtree et al. (2018) is based on a 
compilation by Kowalczuk (2003). In the book by Kowalczuk, municipalities with protests 
are listed, but the author does not provide raw data for a direct download. The book is 
available at common (online and brick-and-mortar) bookstores. 

- Department for Statistics Berlin-Brandenburg: data for the 1946 Berlin state elections (and 
elections from 1929, 1930 and 1932) can be accessed directly at the Berlin election website 
of the department for statistics. Under the link https://wahlen-
berlin.de/Historie/wahldatenbank/dyn0.asp?sel1=9500&sel2=1615 the election and year 
can be selected and the data can be freely accessed without registration. 

 
1 https://gdz.bkg.bund.de/index.php/default/digitale-geodaten.html (last accessed October 11, 2021) 
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- Socio-economic Panel (SOEP): SOEP is a longitudinal panel survey of the German 
population run by the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin). To use the 
data, an agreement has to be signed with the DIW. All details on the application and 
required documents to access the data can be found under the following link: 
https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.601584.en/data_access.html The analysis uses the 
SOEP-Core v35, covering the years 1984-2018. For research purposes, usage of SOEP is 
free of charge. In line 31 of the master do-file, the folder path of the downloaded data can 
be set.    

- Data from the 1990 East German general election were obtained from the German Federal 
Archives. All raw files from polling stations are edited and published by Schröder (2010) in 
the online repository of the archives.  Data are freely available without registration under 
the following link: http://www.argus.bstu.bundesarchiv.de/DA1-26809/index.htm  
   

 

5. Post-editing 

Some basic editing has been conducted with the Stata output: 

a. Figure 1: As the shape-files are for East Germany, West Berlin is colored red as West Berlin 
was also occupied. Berlin is tagged with a black star. 

b. Figure 2: State names added for better legibility 
c. Table 1, Appendix Table A2: “(.)” and “.000” is removed from the table for the sample mean 

and number of observations. 
d. Tables 2-5, Appendix Table A1, A5, A6, A7: estimation with rdrobust is stored in a new row, 

move to first row. Spatial standard errors calculated separately and then added to the main 
output table afterwards. 

e. Table 7: for the interaction terms “x” are replaced with “$\times$” for the latex output 
f. Appendix Figure A5 is produced by overlaying the produced map with rivers with the 

treatment assignment  

https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.601584.en/data_access.html
http://www.argus.bstu.bundesarchiv.de/DA1-26809/index.htm

